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LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL.

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE,
Bureavu or Tar CeNsus,
Washington, D. C., December 1, 1916.
Sir:

I transmit herewith a report of the Census Bureau, “Plantation Farming in the United States,” which
presents the results of special studies and analyses of the enumerators’ returns from which were derived the sta-
tistics contained in Chapter XII—¢Plantations in the South’’—of Volume V of the Thirteenth Census Reports.
Because of the very great importance of the plantation system in the South, where are located nearly half the
farms in the United States, this work was undertaken in order to obtain as much information as possible for use
in connection with the study, of rural life problems and the administration of the various congressional enact-
ments for the benefit and extension of American agriculture.

The results of the investigations made during the Thirteenth Census period, as published in Chapter XII of
Volume V, were compiled under the direction of Dr. John Lee Coulter, then in charge of the division of agri-
culture, by William Lane Austin, who was in immediate charge of the inquiry. This report was also prepared
under the direction of Dr. Coulter. The special studies upon which the statistics of the report are based were
made by the following agents of the Census Bureau: C. E. Allen, of the Alabama Preshyterian University; R. P.
Brooks, of the University of Georgia; A. C. Cance, of the Massachusetts Agricultural College; L. C. Gray, of the
University of Wisconsin; and George McCutcheon, of the University of South Carolina,

Respectfully, ‘
Sam. L. Roezrs,
‘ Director of the Census.

To Hon. Wirrram C. REDFIELD,

Secretary of Commerce.

®



PREFACE.

During the period covered by the Thirteenth Decennial Census some study of the subject of Plantations in
the South was made, the results of which appear as Chapter XII in Volume V of the reports of that census., At
that time some controversy arose as to the meaning of the term ‘“farm.” Tt was pointed out that in the South
there were scattered through 325 counties approximately 40,000 plantations with an average size of about 725
acres, the improved parts of which were operated by some 400,000 tenant farmers, who lived on small “cuts”
or ‘“‘parcels” of land averaging less than 40 acres. Some authorities contended that each plantation should be
counted as a farm, while others held that each tenant tract should be recognized as a separate unit or farm.
The practice for half a century has been to treat the tenant tracts as separate farms, and after careful considera-
tion of the various contentions it seemed advisable to follow that practice in 1910 in order to make the statistics
from decade to decade comparable for the period beginning with 1840, when the first statistics pertaining to
agriculture were collected, but to make a more thorough investigation of the matter before work begins on the
Fourteenth Decennial Census.

After the original publication of the statistics now contained in Chapter XII of Volume V, many inquiries -
for additional statistics concerning the plantation area of the South were received from investigators and
citizens generally in other sections of the country, who desired them for use in connection with the investiga-
tion of agricultural conditions generally and the administration of the Federal farm loan act, the Smith-Lever
agricultural-education extension act, and other Federal legislation for the benefit of agriculture. To meet the
demand for information of this character, special studies of the returns from the plantation ares in the South
were made by experts from leading colleges in various sections of the United States, and have been embodied in
the following pages. . .

As a esult of these special studies, it has been strongly recommended by various authorities that in making
preparations for collecting the agricultural statistics at the Fourteenth Decennial Census the following policy
be pursued:

First, that the bureau secure individual schedules for all farms in the United States, whether North or
South or East or West; whether operated by white or by colored farmers, or by owners, tenants, or managers;
whether fully recognized tenant farms or merely small cuts or parcels of plantations. This would correspond
in a complete way with the practico during the last half century, and all data secured would be comparable
with those obtained at prior censuses.

‘Second, that the bureau provide a supplementary plantation schedule to be placed in the hands of all
the enumerators in all parts of the country, to be used by the enumerators and later by the office force for the
assembling of certain essential facts concerning tenant systems. The enumerator would be called upon to
prepare the supplementary schedule in every case where he found two or more farms owned by one landlord
and operated by tenants or managers. This supplementary schedule would be drawn in the name of the land-
owner and would be submitted to him for verification and signature wherever possible, while the original indi-
vidual schedules would be drawn in the names of the tenant operators or managers.

It is pointed out that under this policy it would be possible to avoid duplication such as has been common
in the past in cases where information hasg been secured from tenants and later the landowners have unwit-
tingly furnished duplicate schedules; no tenant farms would be overlooked, as undoubtedly has occurred at
times; and greater accuracy would be secured with practically no additional cost.

This policy would furnish & basis for a study of land ownership which would be the most thorough ever
attermnpted in this country and would be comparable with similar studies in other countries. It would also
provide a basis for intelligent state and national legislation to prevent an incresse in tenancy.

(6)



PLANTATION FARMING IN THE UNITED STATES.

GENERAL SUMMARY AND ANALYSIS.

INTRODUCTION.

Prior to the Civil War there were many large farms
in the South which were mostly worked by slave labor.
These were ordinarily called plantations. There was
no gharp line of distinction at that time, nor is there
at present, between plantations and other farms,
the term “plantation’ being applied simply to large
farms usually comprising several hundred or even
thousands of acres. Before the war each planta-
tion was, of course, a single agricultural unit and was
so reported by the Census Bureau, being counted as
one of the farms of the country.

During the period of reconstruction after the Civil
War the owners of the plantations largely tried to
work them by hiring labor. In most parts of the
South where the plantation system predominated a
movement soon began, however, for the substitution
of the tenant system of operation. Under this system
a plantation was subdivided into small tracts—com-
monly called “parcels’” or “cuts’’—each of which was
operated by a tenant. The tenants were designated
by various terms, such as“ cropper,” ““standing renter,”
and the like.

Since there were considerable numbers of tenant
farms in the North as well as in the South, the Census
Bureau very naturally adopted the practice of treating
the tenant farms in the South in the same manner as
those in the North; that is to say, each tract of land
operated by a tenant was treated as a separate farm.
As a matter of fact, however, a large proportion of the
tenants in the South actually occupied a very different
economic position from that usually occupied by ten-
ants in other parts of the country. The plantation as
& unit for general purposes of administration has not
disappeared, and in many cases the tenants on planta-
tions are subjected to quite as complete supervision
by the owner, general lessee, or hired manager as that
to which the wage laborers are subjected on large
farms in the North and West, and indeed in the South.
Where this is the case a tenant is very similar in his
economic position to the hired farm laborer, practically
the only difference being that he confines his work to a
particular parcel of land which he works by himself
and that he is paid by a share of the crop instead of by
wages. Aside from this difference it is often true, par-

ticularly in the North and West, that the wage laborer

is unmarried, or if married, the wife and children are
left behind, In the South the wage laborer, like the
tenant, generally has a family. There are still several
thousand plantations in the South which are operated
by wage labor. The distinction drawn in popular

speech is still based on the size of the agricultural unit
and not on the form of organization, but for statistical
purposes it has been necessary to keep separate data
for plantations operated by tenants and those worked
by wage laborers.

SIGNIFICANCE OF STATISTICS OF PLANTATIONS.

From what has been said it is evident that the sta-
tistics of agriculture for the South, when each tenant
holding is treated as a separate farm, are in some
respects not comparable with those for other parts of
the country. In the North and the West a tenant
farm generally is very similar in its method of opera-
tion to a farm operated by the owner himself. The
owner ordinarily exercises very little supervision over
the operations of the tenant, and the latter has sub-
stantially an independent economic status. Tenant
farms in the North and West are in general quite as
large and as valuable as the farms operated by their
owners, and the tenant farmer often employs hired
labor to assist him, In the South, on the other hand,
a very large proportion of the tenant farms are de-
cidedly small, containing no more land than can be
effectively worked by the tenant alone, with perhaps
the assistance of his own family. The tenant farm,
when a part of an active plantation, is almost univer-
sally smaller than the separate unsupervised tenant
farm. Moreover, many, though not all, of the tenants
are subjected to very thorough supervision by the
owner, general lesses, or manager of the plantation of
which the farm is a part. As the result of this dif-
ference in conditions, the average farm in the South,
when each separate tenant farm is counted as a unit, is
very much smaller than in the North or the West, and
the statistics give an impression which does not cor-
respond to actual conditions.

In so far as plantations continue to be operated by
wage laborers no violence is done and comparisons are
accurabe.

The effect of the practice of the Census Bureau in
treating each tenant farm in the South as a separate
unit is brought out to some extent by a comparison of
the changes in the number of farms in that section dur-
ing the last 50 years with the changes in farm acreage
and the value of farm land and buildings. In order to
permit such & comparison Table 1 is presented, which
shows, for the eleven Southern states in which the plan-
tation system is of importance taken together, the
number and total and improved acreage of farms and
value of land and buildings as reported at each census
from 1850 to 1910, inclusive, together with averages.

(M



8 PLANTATION FARMING

IN THE UNITED STATES.

FARMS OR PLANTATIONS, LAND IN FARMS, AND VALUE OF IMPROVED LAND IN FARMS AND OF LAND AND
BUILDINGS IN ELEVEN SOUTHERN STATES:! 1850 TO 1910.

Table 1 FARMS OR IMPROVED LAND IN VALUE OF LAND AND :
: PLANTATIONS. ALL LAND IN FARMS. EARMS, BUILDINGS, AVERAGE PER FARM.
CENSUS YEAR,
Per ot Per cont Per cent Porcont || potm Tro- iV alue of
Number, of Acres. of Acres, of Amount, of acrns. | provea |lend and
inerease. tncrease.s incrense.? increase.s)| ®Cre260. |5oraapa, b}}};,d'
2,481, 509 17.0 287, 275, 869 —4.3 109, 189, 849 16.1 $5,411, 779 196 131,60 115.3 43.8 $2 172
2,128, 882 39.0 300, 169, 285 36.8 94, 0186, 661 8.3 2,337, 7, 034 26,5 141.0 44,2 1,098
1, 524, 848 21.8 217, 246, 062 10.3 36, 844,124 28,9 1,847,425, 688 40.6 142.5 56,9 1 211
1,252, 240 85.4 197,002, 545 25,6 87,350, 802 43.3 1 234 958, 624 58.0 157.8 53.8 986
692, 076 20.0 150,791,224 | —21.8 46,987,274 [ —17.8 1,714, 004 —57.8 226.6 67.9 1,130
548, 100 33.3 200, 476, 346 35.0 56,832, 1564 33.1 1, 850, 708, 493 133.3 365.1 103.5 3,370
412,043 [...uieenn 143, 479, 380 |..-nnnenn 42, 584, 06D Jocenacnnn 793, 344 208 {..iiurnans 360.3 103.6 1,025

1 Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, Louisiana, Mississippi,
2A minus sign (=) denotes decronse.

During the half century between the census of 1860,
the last census before the process of breaking the plan-
tations up into tenant farms commenced, and that
of 1910, the amount of land in farms in the eleven
Southern states covered by Table 1 increased only 43.3
per cent, while the number of farms, as returned by the
census, increased from somewhat more than half a
million to about two and a half million, or 353.7 per
cent. In 1860 the average farm contained 365.1
acres, of which 103.5 acres were improved, and the
average value of land and buildings per farm was
$3,370. In 1010 the average farm had decreased in size
to 115.3 acres, of which 43.8 acres were improved, the
average value of land and buildings being $2,172 per
farm. In the East South Central and South Atlantic
divisions the average total acreage in 1910 was ma-~
terially lower than that for all of the states covered by
the table, the latter being increased by the presence
of many very large ranches in the West South Central
division, particularly in Texas. The table shows
further that there has been a continuous decline since
1860 in the average size of farms in the plantation
states, the greatest decrease taking place between 1860
and 1870.

The effect of the method of classifying farms in the
South is further shown in Table 2 by a comparison of
the average total and improved acreage and value of
land and buildings for that section with the correspond-
ing averages for the North.

Table 2 AVERAGE ACRES AVERAGE A R
OF LAND PER [\ SMPROVED AcrEs || 07 0
PARM. TER TARM. UILDINGS PER
FARM.
CENSUS YEAR.

Tha The Tha The The The
South, | North. || South, | North, || South, | North.
We4| 3.0 - 48.01 100.3 | s2,974] 88,18
138.2 133.2 48.1 90.9 1,251 , 190
139.7 128.7 58,8 87.8 1,402 3,721
155.4 | 1140 56.2| . 70.6 1 Losa| 3314
214.2 117.0 69.2 68,3 1,456 3,463
336.4 126.4 101,32 3.3 3,455 3,180
332.1 J27.1 101,1 65,4 2,051 2,380

It would be highly desirable that, in' addition to
statistics in which each tenant farm in the South is
counted as a unit, statistics should also be presented
in which each plantation operated by tenants—pro-
vided the tenants are subjected to a considerable

North Carolina, South Caroling, Tennessee, Texas, and Virginia.

degree of supervision—should be treated as a unit
among other farms. If this were done the average
size of farms in the South would be very much greater
than the averages based on the present method of
defining farms. For reasons more fully explained
hereafter, however, it has been found impossible to
carry out this plan in its entirety, and it is doubtful -
whether it will ever prove possible to do so in the
future. Nevertheless it is highly desirable that some
attention should be paid to the plantation system in
the South, and the Census Buresu has therefore under-
taken to collect statistics relating to it and to present
them so far as they were found clear and satisfactory
in their significance.

BEVIDENCES OF DIVISION OF PLANTATIONS,

The extent of the movement resulting in the break-
ing up of plantations is brought out more clearly when
the smaller sections of the South represented by geo-
graphic divisions are contrasted with similar groups
of states in the other parts of the country, as is shown
in Tables 3 and 4. Table 3 gives the population of
the United States and of the various geographic di-
visions, with the number of farms, the total land area,
and the acreage of all farm land and of improved land
in farms, with increases, from 1850 to 1910, while
Table 4 shows for the United States and the various
geographic divisions the value of all farm property
and of land and buildings, implements and machinery,
and live stock, with increases, for the same period.

It needs only a glance at the statistics shown in
Tables 3 and 4 to strikingly bring out the extent of the
movement toward the division of plantations. Be-
tween 1860 and 1870 the nuniber of farms in the South
Atlantic states increased 23.9 per cent, while the
acreage of land in farms actually decreased 15.3 per
cent and the acreage of improved land in farms de-
creased 13.5 per cent During the following decade
1870~1880 the number of farms in the South Atlantic
division increased 72.3 per cent, while the acreage of
land in farms increased only 12.4 per cent, and the
acreage of improved land increased 19.8 per cent.
The same general trend is found for the East South
Central and the West South Central geogmphw
divisions.
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GENERAL SUMMARY AND ANALYSIS. LIBRAKY

MS AND FARM LAND—POPULATION, NUMBER OF FARMS, TOTAL LAND AREA, AND ACREA
FATR AKD AND OF IMPROVED FARM LAND, WITH INCREASE, BY DIVISIONS: 1850 TO ot0 - TARM

TA minus sign (—) denotes decrease.]

walo ® FOFULATION: NUMBER OF FARMS, ALL LAND IN FARMS, IMPROVED LAND IN FARMS,
Approximate
PIVISION. Increase. Increase. ?nd ar)ea Tnerease. P—
acres
Number. Por || Number, —— . Aates, .
Number. | gont. Number, cent. Acres, 01;%. - cIa’gi
[
TNITED STATES,
"""""""" 01,972,266 | 16,077,601 | 21.0 | 6,361,502 | 624,130 | 10.0 || 1,908,280,600 || 878,708,325 | 40,208,551 | 4.8 || 478,451,750 | a3, 053, 263
T — | a Es | 15 00,861 | 0.7 || 57ar,ana 1,172,781 | 28.7 || 1905461700 || 845,400,074 | 215473185 | 84,6 | 414,408,480 | o6 st omy | i
A SOOI 62,017°714 | 12,791,931 | 25.5 || 4,504,041 | 555,734 | 13.9 || 1,903,337,600 || 623,218,610 | 87,136,784 | 16.3 || 867,016,755 | 72,845,713 | 25,6
- TR UR 50,155,783 | 11,507,412 | 30.1 || 4,008; 007 1,345,022 | 50.7 || 1/908,387,600 || 536, 081,835 | 198,346,704 | BL.5 || 284771042 | 05,840,043 | 50.7
1870, - cvememmmmm e 383, 568,371 7,115, 050 ‘22.6 2,069,985 | 615,908 | 80.1 || 1,903,337,600 || 407,735,041 522,503 0.1 || 188,921,009 | 25,810,379 158
T DR 31,443'321 | 8,251,445 | 35.G |[ 2,044,077 | 505,004 | 41.1 |[ 1,903,887,600 || 407,212 538 | 113,651,024 | 387 || 163,110,720 | 50}078,106 | 443
1850, cozcnmmmnnnnnes o} 2,201,876 ). e 1,440,073 ||l 11,884,875,080 || 208 560,614 |....0.. L. Ll 113,032,614 |
GEOGRAPHIC
DIVISIONS.

NEW ENGLAND.

68,552,681 060,684 | 17.2 188,802 § —3,086 | —~1.0 7,2547904 | —879,490 | —10.8
5,692,017 891,268 | 19.0 191,838 1,927 0 30,664,040 || 20,548,999 793,415 . 8,134,408 |—2,604,527 | --24.3
4,700,749 690,220 | 17.2 189,061 | —17,271 ? 380,664,040 (| 19,755,584 | —1,728,188 | —

8
7

1 30,864,640 || 10,714,031 | —834,068 | —4.1
0

-8 10 || 10,738,030 {—2,400,536 | —18.

4010'520 | 622,005 | 5.0 20722 | 26,588 1?. 8 ! oo | 183
= 7

8 5

4
8
30,604,640 [| 21,483,772 | 1,013,809 | 9.8 | 13,148,466 | 1,150,928 .
dg7ieed | 252,041 | 11.2 | 71s0jc40 | —3,208 30,664,640 || 10°5607863 | 541,080 | —2.7 || 11,007,540 | 218 931 _‘1)_3
3is5oea | 407167 | 149 || iss0d2| 16,201 0.5 || 12215771 | 1,085,077 | 9.6

tl ) t]
2,728, 116 {vneenaenenen iveend|| 1675851 [oeuentan.llons 30,664,640 || 18,367,458 |...." RSN 11,150,504 ... .0
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 19,315,802 | 3,861,214 | 25.0 Il 408,370 | —17,230 | —a.5 || 64,000,000 || 43,101,050 | 1,660,084 | —8.7 || 29,320,804 |-1,405,317 | —d.8
1010 | iBisilars | 2748458 | 21.6 || 485,618 | 17,00 | 3.6 64000,000 | 448605000 | 1872140 | 4.4 | Boj7sg i | miziass | —g2l6
127060220 | 2200342 | 21,0 || 408,608 | —20,200 | —4.3 || 64,000,000 || 42,087,041 | —3,518,027 | —7.G || 1,599,004 (1,638,072 | 4.9
10°496'878 | 1,686,072 | 10.1 || 488,907 | 67,001 [ 161 | 64,000,000 || 46,501,868 | 2,327,347 | 7.7 || sa287,068 | 4ui7Tsel | 141
& 810'R06 | 1,350,821 | 181 || 4o0)046 | s0jona | 10610 64,000,000 | 48,174,521 | 2,208,208 | 5.4 || 29)719,645 | 2,353,505 | .8
7458085 | 1,560,250 | 20.4 || 380,003 | 58800 | 183 || 64,000,000 | 40,070,623 | 4,175,246 | 11.8 || 26,766,140 | 3,960,506 | 17.4
5] BOS, 735 o eeremnvennslaamecnn 3220103 |oeentin]erennns 64,000,000 || 86,705,377 |+eavrenarares|rencees 22,805,674 |.v.ieenea| e,
18,250,621 | 2,205,040 | 14.2 || 1,123,480 | 12,33 | ~L.1 | 167,160,000 || 117,089,148 | 1,588,387 | 1.4 | 83,047,208 | 2,978,957 | 2.6
15'08%5)581 | 2,507,276 | 18.6 || 1,135,823 | 12,792 | 12.6 || 157,032,320 || 116)3d0)761 | 10,653,936 | 10.0 || 86,670,271 | 7,805,024 | 10.0
13478305 | 2,270,687 | 20.3 || 1;000,031 [ 23,758 | 2.4 || 157,032,820 |f 105,786,825 2,613 | (1) || 78,774,647 | 3,185,274 | 4.2
11,206,668 | 2,082,151 | 22.8 || 985,273 | 223,538 | 20.8 || 157,082,320 || 105,786,212 | 18,834,820 | 20.0 || 75,680,873 | 20,680,797 | 3.7
9124517 | 2107633 | 31.7 || 761,735 | 175,008 | 20.8 | 157,022,220 || 87,449,802 | 14,752,549 | 20.3 || 54,899,646 | 13,713,282 | 33.3
§,026)554 | 2,408,624 | 53.11| 586, 7i7 | 218540 | 504 || 1670820320 || 72,696,843 | 22,607,008 | 44.8 || 41,186,414 | 15,274,224 | 708
4,528,900 [+vesnacroeesloras SO | 16 L 2 O 8 veno | 157,082,320 [| 50, 188)875 |veveneesnnnnfens ol 20 [0 dooeen "

11,637,021 | 1,200,498 | 12.5 |l 1,100,048 | 40,204 | 4.6 |i 326,014,500 || 232,048,121 | 31,039,408 | 15
10347.493 | 1,415,311 | 15.8 || 1,060,744 | 145,053 | 16.0 | 826,914,560 | 201,008,713 | 50,208,544 | 33.
_20774,600 | 45.1 || '914,701 | 202,006 | 28.4 || 326,914,560 | 150,800,160 | 49,602,204 | 9.

2300,849 | £0.7 || 712,605 | 340,862 | 06.1{ 326,014,560 || 101,197,045 | 49,432,068 | 95
3856,504 | 1,686,762 | 77.7 || 203,343 | 177,805 | 5.0 || 826,918,400 || 51,765,877 | 16,508,130 | 47
2160832 | 1,280,407 | 146.5 || 1857448 | 116,028 | 167.1 || 489,490,560 || 85,202,747 | 22,705,132 | 18L.

7 || 184,084,862 | 28,641,034 [ 21.1
3 |f 186,843,898 | 30,126,349 | 28.8
o || 105,517,479 | 44,284,533 | 2.3
-5 || 61,252,040 | 37,743,083 | 160.5
11 230500803 | 12,387,678 | 111.4
7| 111220286 | 7,354,143 | 105.2

2

8800835 [vevnenrrmneelorrnens]| 605420 |.oioidiiiiil 184,172,800 || 12,407,615 [-uerrnerrnnnsfieenn. 3,708,142 |oeumeoul... -
12,104,805 | 1,751,416 | 16.8 || 1,111,881 | 149,056 | 15.6 || 172,205,440 || 103,782,255 | ~515,261 | ~0.5 || 48,479,733 | 2,379,507 5.2
10,443,480 | 1)585,568 | 17.9 || 902,225 | 212,625 | 28.4 || 172,206,440 || 104,207,508 | 4,130,933 | 4.1| 46,100,226 | 4,422,855 | 10,6
8,857,092 | 1,200,725 | 16.6 | 749,600 | 105,171 | 16.3| 172,204,160 || 100,167,573 | —1,261,900 | —~1.2 | 41,677,871} 5,507,040 | 15.2
7I607,197 | 1,743,587 | 20.8 || Ga4:420 | 270,327 | 72.3 || 172,204,160 || 103,410,563 | 11,206,608 | 12.4 || 86,170,331 | 5,967,340 1 10.8
5,853,010 | 488,907 | 9.1| 874,102 | 72,162 | 23.9 || 172,204,160 || 00,213,065 |=16,307,716 | ~15.8 || 80,202,901 {~4,697,061 [ —13.5
5,804,703 | 685,613 | 14.7 || 801,040 | 53,744 | 207 | 172,204,160 || 106,620,771 | 13,116,101 | 14.0) 84,000,942 | 4,801,610 | 18.3
4,879,000 {.0veerennn-n I 248,186 |, |oooeet 172,204,160 || 98,401,610 |--veunereance]onrenns 30,009,823 |+ eneecnenn- cereen
8,400,001 | 862,144 | 11.4 |/ 1,042,480 | 130,167 | 15.4 | 114,885,760 81,520,620 272,986 | 0.3 | 43,046,846 | 8,709,500 0.2
7547957 | 1,1180603 | 17.4 || "o03)818 | 247,547 | a7.7 || 1u4,8%5,760 || 81,247,643 | 2,248,284 | 2.8 | 40,237,887 | 4,508,167 | 12.8
8429154 | 844,003 | 15.1 || 855,766 | 86,027 | 15.1| 114,885,760 || 78,099,359 | 2,126,408\ 2.8 | 85,720,170 | 4,008,288 15.9
5 585 151 | 1,180,706 | 26.8 || 569,730 | 197,771 | 5.3 || 114,885,760 {| 76,872,051 | 10,640,310 15.9 1| 30,820,882 | 6,602,40¢ | 27.8
4204445 | 3830454 | 9.5|| 871,908 | 100,818 | 27,2 {| 114,885,760 || 60,323,611 | —8,453,044 |.-11.3 || 24,218,478 |~1,672,546 | —0.D
4,020,991 857720 | 10.6 |, 271,160 | 47,7ra | 24|l 114,8857760 Nl 74,770,655 | 16,214,785 | 27.7| 25,801,024 | 6,867,609 | 861
8,863,271 |...... NOTON 223,436 L ...l |eeess 114,885,760 || 58,561,870 |eseiensnnnn. Jomeeeeofl 18,028,415 [-oecniiii]eennnns

‘WEST SOUTH CENTRAL. .
1510.... 8,784,534 043,186 | 198,338 | 24.9 || 975,037,440 || 160,140,076 | —7,341,226 [ —4.2 || 88,264,273 | 18,493,743 |  46.5
1800, 8,532, 200 754 853 | 823,847 | 761 || 275,037,440 || 176,491,202 | 99,042,267 | 122.0 || 39,770,680 | 0,210,876 | 80.1
1890. 4,740, 983 431000 | 114,007 | 30.0 || 275,087,440 || 77,448,085 | 20.821,663 | 86.8 || 30,559,654 11,673,765 ) _61.0
1880. 3,834,220 3167000 | 177,870 | 127.0 || 275,087,440 || 56,627,272 | 23,007,638 | Y7L.5 | 18,985,880 | 12,116,602 | 170.3
1870. 2,029, 965 1301080 | 39,807 | 40.1 || 275.087,440 || 83,019,636 |—11,106,674 |—25.3 6,810,207 | —470,805 —8.4
1860. 1,747,667 00,293 | 55,845 | 1287 || 275,037,440 || 44)216,310 | 25,132,714 | 1817 || 7,841,202 | 4,825,671 | 1434
1850. ... 940, 251 43,378 |....... N P 275,087,440 || 19,083,598 |............. L. veeeel| 8,015,531 |...\oheis N
1010.. 2,633, 517 ose 00| 57.3 | 183,446 | 82,110 | 810 549,860,000 || 50,533,420 | 13,136,136 | 28.3 || 15,015,002 | 7,512,426 | B89.4
1000. 1,674,857 460'722 | 38.0|| 101327 | 51,020 | 105.1 || 540,850,200 [| 4,397,284 | 31,681,492 | 204.2 ) 8,403,576 | 2,941,837 839
1880. 1,218,935 500,810 | 85.9 40,308 | 24,356 | 97.3 || 540,859,200 || 14,765,862 | 10,789,485 ) 2713 || 5,400,739 3,247,439 140.7
1880, 653,110 337,734 | 107.1 95’043 | 110260 | 81,8 || 549,850,200 || 3.076,377 | 2,222,787 | 126.8 || 2,213,300 | 1,637,100 | 2841
1870. 315, 385 140,462 | 80.3 13,774 4,062 | 56,3 || 549,855,360 § 1,758,500 192,052 | 12.3 576,200 | . 335.575 | 139.5
1800. 174,923 101,996 | 139.9 g8l2 | 4,136 | 88.5 || 242,775,680 | 1,500,088 | 1,223,518 | 362.6 240,625 58,001 | 3L.8
1850. 72,927 |-eeroieanedicenaes 4,676 |..ceennnns reneses|| 298,981,120 337,420 |.cnvinniecrnnfenanans 182,584 |.ovvennn
TR 0 1 4.1 || 208,580,800 || 51,398,780 | 3,020,213 | 8.3 | 22,038,008 | 8,284,003 | -17.5
4,102,304 | 1,775 612 | 73.5 || 180,801 | 48,310 | 34, 580, ,398, ,929, . , 038; , 284, ,
2/ 416,092 | 628,358 | 28.0 || 14L8SL | 45101 | 46.7 || 208,802,400 || 47,300,570 | 14,883,206 | 4.8\ 18,753,105 | 1,108,434 6.8
1,888,334 773,750 | 69,4 oa4s0 | 37,800 | 64.4 || 2030730)520 || 82,516,371 | 10,208,400 | 46.4 || 17,880,671 | 4,200,982 3L.5
1,114,578 | - 439,453 | €5.1 58630 | 240242 | 70.4 || 203,730.520 || 22,217,875 | 7,752,379 | £3.64 || 13,352,080 1 6,820,250 77.4
675,125 | 231,072 | 52.0 | . 84,438 8680 | 33.2 || 203,739,520 | 14,465,400 | 3,308,767 | 20.7 || 7,526,439 | 4,080,122 118.4
444,053 338,162 | 819.4 axana | 230816 [1,1607 || 278,247,040 || 11,156,720 | . 6,829,036 | 157.0 || 3,446,317 | 3,281,006 1,084.8
105,801 [eueaivencncnloennnnn 2,080 |..ueenans|-n veen.l| 280,420,480 [| 4,826,793 f..envrunnn- 1 SRS 185,311 ..o

1 Includes 207,976,060 acres of unorganized territory. 2 Less than one-tenth of 1 per cent,
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FARM PROPERT

PLANTATION FARMING IN THE UNITED STATES.

v.-VALUE OF ALL FARM PROPERTY, AND OF
MACHINERY, AND LIVE STOCK, WITH INCREASE,

[Values reported in gold in 1870, A minus sign (—) denotas decrease.)

LAND AND BUILDINGS, IMPLEME
BY DIVISIONS: 1850 TO 1910. NTS AND

LAND AND BUILDINGS.

IMPLEMENTS AND MACHINERY,

LIVE STOCK.

Taple 4 ALL FARM PROPERTY.
DIVISION. Ingrease, Tncrease, Incrense, Tncrease
Value, P Value. P Value. P Value. A —
. " .
Amount. | =S5 Amount, | oot Amomt. | %8 Amount, Q]é-"g%
UNITED STATES.
1910 cecennn.. l840,991,440,090 1820,551, 547,926 | 100.5 || 834,501,125,607 [515,156,478,208 | 100.5 [181,265,140,783 | $515,873,818 | 08.7 (184,025,173,610 |51,819,005
1060 . "Po0 000184 | 4/357.635475 | 271 || 10,614/647401 | 3.335,304,812 | 25,1 (|'1749,775,970 o35 508,508 | 51,7 || 8.075.477.703 “1’8(1;%’6‘1)"’(1’&7) gg'%
18607 1C | 10082267689 | 3)90U760,051 | 32.0 [| 13270252,640 | 3082168873 | 30.2 || 404247407 | 772 AlR| 2.0 2,308,707,57 731,889,860 | 40.4
T 1180501538 | Bassearsd | 02 || 10107006776 | Z75s002,8l | 57.01| 406,620,080 | 136,000.377 | 0.1 1576,884,707 | 340,095,008 | 98,2
o i Rl B R R B B o) o e neall) 50
. : Y . 5,045 469,5 ) 4 530,50 4 || 1ogo;3200015 | 545 -
18500 1021 IITTTL 367,343,880 [l e i AR R 151,587,638 |.oo.. . 54 180516 | b 1a0,508 100.2
D B R R D B B [ B RS IS B
DIvVISIONS,
NEW ENGLAND.
867,210,457 | 227,804,607 | 5.6 || 718,544,808 | 100,277,000 [ 36.0 || 80,798,826 | 14,247,008 | 30.0 ) 97,800, 82
0,845,000 | 54,378,088 | 9.3 sos o778 | asieers0 | 7o || 36,561,820 | 1zves,si2 | &Y 7Zj $26, 332 o Sgi 8.8
55,207,817 | —86,378,2¢1 |-12.9 || 480570178 | 011,240 157 || 23,788,288 | 1,086,725 1 7.0 71,014,851 2,840,974 | 4.1
G71 46058 | 105,402,107 | 18.6|| 580 6sL 418 | 112547430 | 20.0 || 22006563 | 4,054,117 | 225 || 60,008,077 | ~11,100, :
b & g 031,44 y WL, y Vo, , y U717 1,109,449 {—13.9
5660850951 | 4ssesad | 0.0)| 468133070 | ~& 160,838 | —L7 || 18,042,446 | 1,573,882 | 0.8 ) ; :
501 467,417 | 126,312,802 [ 20.0 476303 837 | 103055904 | 27.0 )| 16408564 | 8,531,274 | 27.3 oo | 18 sanomg | 10T
4,40 { yole, o . . 19, U1 5
435,154,625 |-vennennonenns ol | 372,348,548 ... SO I 12937200 ... 19, 868, 602 Lon b a8
2,060,550,022 | 048,702,204 | 28.1 1 2,442,040,108 | 493,951,163 | 25.3 || 167,480,384 | 51,227,114 | 44,1 40, 150, 535 524
| Zsioasn 72 | 73816748 | 81 || 1,048 007,040 | —100, 032418 | 4.0 |( 116,253,270 | 23,168,300 | 24.0 St LU 21
‘| 280,708 470 | ~ 140017943 | ~5.5 || 2049,00;850 | ~173)131,625 | ~7.8 || 63,084,004 | R 008,101 | 9.5 || 241,085,153 25, 015, 15
9,524,721,419 | 143,817,521 | 6.0 ) 070 O SeL | 115
22072, 10| LB L | 6.0 222,70, 081 163,670,805 | 7.9 || 84,086,803 | 13,851,743 | 180 || 216,07 572 | ~3,406,027 |-138
\iaime) Al d1) e MR Rl Boe) B 00 i) "Gl
| 1502 064, i3, 021, 5| T 645 644, /084,386 | 52, ; )123,134 | 301 || 180,003,713 | 03,913,872 | 50.8
. 1,249,643,085 |......... TP 1,082, 660,252 |.. 41’232 970 ! 12._' 4 y L0, &0.
e aesze [ ACOOT IR 5, 70,813 |oeenrnnnn
CENTRAL. ‘
10,110,128, 068 | 4,435,202,600 | 78.0 || 8,873,001,594 | 3,961,804,164 | 80.6 || 208,806,660 | 102,112,330 | 6.3 || 676,320,022
. . 71, 60
[vREE EE B W RAR R RERS e B Bal) Sod) Bt
o| 4,751,184, , 796, . , 408, , 265, . g : 5.6 || 523,824,136 | 113,881,130 g
4158338413 | 1,067, 762,437 | 345 || 520,140,732 | 982,300,400 | 37.1 | 119,804,675 | 35,086,828 | 41.4 443, ! 2.8
3/000, 625,076 | 1,081,808,500 | 52.3 || 2)646,744,323 | 911,001,465 | 52.5 || 84,707,847 27006007 | 40,1 e on | a2 29
o 5 028/817,407 | 1,223,030,190 | 1618 || 1,736,742,858 | 1,064,064,783 | 158.4 || 56,510,880 | 26,417,351 | 86 500, 100,500 | 12m 0007 | 2.0
ETERET 7y TR, IO 1738, 42,858 | 1,004,006,785 | 108.4 || 06,510,880 | 20,417,351 | 80.0 1| 280200 Ta || 1S2 518056 | 127.8
WEST NORTI P 1 9% semmsneee e 108,718,678 1..oneiinn
CENTRAL,
13,535,300, 511 | 7, 714,815,080 | 132.5 || 11, 614,665,870 | 6,063,382,872 | 140.7 || 968, 036, 51d :
g,g&,gsﬁ,% %,ggé,;ggjggg 1.8 ;ﬁ gggﬁggg,’ggg ijgg@jg@gﬁgég 56.7 18%367:840 lg%jgggj %(7)1 ggfg l’g%ﬁ gggigg; o ggg’é?; 22'2
, 766, 511, , 816, 767, . , 060, 97.8 || 105/771,166 § 80,342,500 | 45.5 || 672,380,120 | 300,365, '
Yo 74gai8 | 93711239 | 9L 1500,300,355 | 605,442,418 | 86.4 | 80,428,507 | 47,570, TS5 00,805,282 ) 88.2
| 10180032, 607 | 5234480202 | 105.8 || '804857, 037 | 410,587,332 | 104.1 A28, 007 apTin el 12 || $0n.01801 | 135,006, 439 | 108.2
, \ 4, 38,868,215 | 22,852,550 | 142.8 || 174,810,455 | 0
1800 igéggzggg 385,704,258 | 854.2 || 594,270,003 | 814,225, 547 | 302.6 19;2‘7’8: o0 10,835,281 | 200.6 dej 144 081 832;%(1, 250
SOUTIH ATLANTIC, 045, JUORORN ORI (U I 5 [ %: - IO SN PO T U A
.| 2,931,200,778 | 1,467,100,457 | 103.0 || 2,486,436,474 | 1,280,06,856 | 106.1 || 08,930,247 5 ‘
. %’é;’éggi’?ég Ly s | 0.0 ij%ggiggg,’g%g ’23193912% zaﬁg 2313181898 igjgﬁﬁg% bt ?82:?35,%33 lggj %ﬁ}?}é‘% 03
. 33, 305, 48 , 238, 3 k 545 7. ¢ § : 3 1 .
AT e | muamis | 42| UELoTels | sSUoto6 | 41| 30812107 (HSLUL 188 104,031,800 ¢ 3L 00L 400 | 2.8
(| B | kim0 423 2% 812, , 786, 53.0 || 130,570,311 | 20,100,327 | 183
13,207,375, 444 | 501,266,863 | 7.0 1 0k0, 45, 104 | 305,184,871 1—80.0 1 20,025,200 | —14, 020, 512 {—41.2 110, 379,084 | —54, 386,621 |—33.0
.............. TO0, 208,48 [ v evanfoenen|] 576,590, 583 8 T é‘i’%‘éﬁ’é.&é 0,369,220 ) 381 184,718, B8 | 0,750,255 | 56.9
B I | A B L R naarene 04, 061,858 |earecnnmnanen wfeneran
CENTRAL,
. 2,188,771, 70 | 985,002,080 | 82.5 || '1,728,307,830 | 80
DUSSST0 | LUusm | 104 e pnen | lonsmarn | 1| inames| amen| ohrll ydeirl MREESE | TS
Ve SRTI0| ULl 184 7 707, 17,443,330 { 55,7 || 213)990,782 | 17,498,087 | 8.9
(004,750,138 | 208,022,501 | 4.0 827,514,447 | 149,006,416 | 22.1 || 31,323,806 | 8,850,785 | 14.1 || 105,801,705 | 54,406,300 } 38.5
705, 564,778 | ~463, 459, 276 |~39.6 677,848,031 | 134,207,411 | 247 | 97464111 | 7,851,368 | 40.0 || 141)885,435 | —1,005 065 | —0.7
i epil ] el 543, 550, 620 -"385,890,309 -~41.5 19,612,753 |—12, 5 4 9 )y ¢ 5 U0, YO0 .
1,169, 024, 049 674,938, 654 | 136.8 099’ 4407 920 557500, 5 , U1, 70 2, 687,302 |~30.1 142,401,400 { 64,081, 665 [~—31.3
400,085,305 |...ooi o (0T B any | D SNOT | 100 | 53,200,000 | A0TELE8 | 50.3 | 207,363,000 | 106,045,850 | 1059
WEST SOUTH Tnessenee b A 1403800 |annecnenaan vafevensss|| 100,733,228 |ooennn. PR CR .
CENTRAL.
3,838, 154,837 | 2,218,199, 724 | 136.9 1| 3,128, 506,882 | 1,080, 705
| Lo, ost, 013 780, 16303 | 08,5 || 31198900.008 | 5o aenn7 | meg || anTAD ST | L1053 | 5.0 1) oo0,8an,078 | 18000808 | jad
791, 6 302,202,072 | 8.4 612,508,151 | 308,800,493 | 101.7 || 27,010, ! 30" .4 || 403,138,495 | 206,874,062 } 105.4
Db mama s g sene g RGEE | a 0 e paei ) g
412,304 | —301, 680,728 |~60.0 || 134,710,055 | —249, 821, 700 |G, 231, oy : o 3,200,800 | 133
0L 412, 805 | 301,080,728 0.0 || 134,710, 050 0,821, 65.0 | 10,234,828 | 18,848,175 |-84.8 || 56,461,511 | ~a3, 007,853 |—36.9
151,173,760 |...-.. A R 107, 629, 651 | Fe,0u, 104§ 257,8 ) 26,083,003 | 13,753,005 | 80. 80,460,364 |  O1, 256,103 | 217.1
o MOUNTATY, e e 15,320,938 [0 eeee vemennd| 28,218,171 f...ulll ORI P
........ veveenndd 1,757,578,308
’631:2%4? 180 lﬁ Mplme | Wad ) LISA0E L 0,777,200 1 280.6 )\ 40,420,075 | 80,622,355 | 102.8 || 888,740,520 | 144,000,630 | £0.
mEw | mme) me) bl e we) S| DR WD) RIS WEl) o
mo s | logoaars | o0 | w0 | algam | aml| SO0 | Bmb | Sk || ehror0| Shadat | 628
16,884,050 88147403 | 103, 4 4543, 081 g;g;%ggg 1.3 800, 252 440,300 | 100.0 0713558 | al510,407 | 56.8
ST R Rt 1,985,721 {.... T 162,248 |........ o el g’,%ﬁ{;gg}, Lo hdsm, 00 ) 2084
2,780,481, 777 | 1,667, 151,988 | 149.7 || 2,478, 148, 254 | 1
: 592
11118 820,780 | 091080252 { b, " 985, 860, 184 | 2,28, om0 169-21| 66,408,047 | 32,318,022 | 04.8 || 235,000,870 | 112,647,200 | 9L.2
Lo s | o s o | 1o , 402, . 84,000,025 11,603,845 | 52.2 || 123 8705
100700 6y | ARy oA| Un2 ) Se6.507 400 563,508,400 | 100.3 | 22,300,680 | 10,034,250 | L3 || 102, Sar | aroma | e
221,350,086 | 108,881,443 | 06.8 || 167,571 358 1HALTR | BON 12802430 571413 ) T 01,582/ 116 | - 17,686,346 | B7.7
15,%;,%2 100,240,279 | 819.2 Soin | ‘i ils ima) 0EW0,08) gm0 77| 862 40,806,770 | 4,905,587 | 10.0
BT 808 | i D G ... 42 08 | 288 701, 3,414, 815 [1,190.1 42,8118 | 87,403,930 715.5
b /] beaana PETRETRRE B A F3 L VA P ) AR LA

t A5 to.the comparability of the figures for 1910 with those for 1900, see text discussion.



GENERAL SUMMARY AND ANALYSIS.

Tn contrast to the movement shown by the statistics
of the three groups of Southern states it should be
noted that no such movement is found for the northern
and western geographic divisions. Thus during the
decade 1870-1880 the number of farms in the West
North Central division increased 96.1 per cent, the
total acreage in farms increased 95.5 per cent, and the
acreage of improved land in farms increased 160.5 per
cent. In other words, all land in farms and improved
land in farms kept pace in a general way with the
number of farms. This may be said of most of the
northern and western groups in striking contrast to
the figures shown for the South.

INCREASES AND DECREASES IN POPULATION, NUMBER OF
FARMS, ALL FARM LAND, AND IMPROVED LAND' IN
FARMS, BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS AND SECTIONS:
1850 TO 1910,

Table 5 shows, for the United States, the geographic
divisions, and the larger sections of the country, the
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amounts and percentages of increase in population,
the number of farms, the acreage of all land in farms,
and the acreage of improved farm land, for the two 30-
year periods from 1880 to 1910 and from 1850 to 1880,
and also for the entire 80-year period from 1850 to 1910.

In compiling the statistics of the report the arrange-
ment of the states in the tables by geographic divi-
sions follows the plan adopted in the Thirteenth Cen-
sus, Which was based partly on physical and partly
on historical conditions, The states included in each
division are shown in the tables on pages 32 to 35.
These nine geographic divisions are sometimes grouped
in the text tables into three great sections—the North,
which includes the New England, Middle Atlantic,
East North Central, and West North Central divisions;
the South, which includes the South Atlantic, East
South Central and West South Central divisions; and
the West, which includes the Mountain and Pacific
divisions.

INCREASES AND DECREASES, IN FARMS AND FARM LANDS, BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS AND SECTIONS:
1850 TO 1910.

able b INCREASE.! INCREASE,!
¥ Acreage.
GTOGRAPHIC DIVISION AND Acreage. GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION AND g
SECTION AND PERIOD, Number of BECTION AND PERIOD. P lation Number of
0 ion, .
Population. | ™l e, Alllond Tmproyed U farms. Allland Ix}npg)\igd
in farms. If’a[%gllsn in farms, faa?ms.
UNITED STATES. WEST SOUTH CENTRAL.
1830*1910*%1‘]‘1011112. etraemann 41, 816, §83 2, 352,595 342, 7(].}2, 390 193, Ggg, (7)08 1880~1910—A mount . 5’ 450, 314 629, %77 12, Eig%’ ';04 39, ggg’ 384
©r CONbovevveveas 3. ‘ iy - Per cont;. 163, 97, s .
1850-1880—4mount.. 26,305,007 B550,54 ) 22,520,320 | 171,738,428 1850-1980—Amount. Lgm %0 | NI BTEM.0m | 16,300,568
e g ’ ; Y ' eent. . 3 3 3
1850-1010~-Amount. . 68,780,300 | 4,912,420 | 585,237,711 | 305,419,136 501 Amount. .........| 7,844,983 809,808 | 150,000,380 | 55,248, 742
Per con. . 2068 | 830.0 10004 Eo LI s v Moo "838 | 2,043 " 786.4 1,832 1
NEW ENGLAND.
1850-1910—Amotmt. ... 2,508,152 | ~18, 430 f 1,768,811 | —5, 803,562 MOUNTAIN. | san| s ssrom | 15002
er cent........... (3. =& & 45 beoeenenns 1,980 5 5 7
1850-1880—Amount. . 1,282,418 | 89,581 | 3,116,314 | 1,007,872 || 1880-1910—Amount. oy L3604 i Y3073 6101
Dor cant... 47.0 23.6 17-0 17.9 1 1850-1880—Amount 580,192 | 20,367 ( 3,638,057 | 2,030,766
1850-1010—Amount. .-.......| . 3,82, 505 2LIL)  L,3d7473 ) —3, 808,000 P pon %05’ 6 5 Lo7s i
Por cont.......... 140.2 12.6 "8 =89 1850-1010—Amoun! 2O00 | ST | 6,106,000 | 1574
MIDDLE ATLANTIC, Per cent. 3,51L2 3,823.1 7,543, , 618,
1880-1010—Amount. .. 8,810,014 | —20,528 | ~3,310,812 | 3,016,272 e
Per cont 810 42 71 L8 PACIF )
1R50—1880~%m0un11; 4, Sgg, (1)43 1ng5, 204 9,706, 391 10, 4;'}%, F;S)2 1880-1000—AMOUTE s .o eneene- 3, (2);67’ ;20 ég %’ gn 20, %%(1), 814 8, 6(§-;, :(3) 10
or o . . 3 5, Por cent . .. X ¥ ) 55,
1850-1910—A moumt 13,417,157 | 146,206 | 6,300,070 | 6,515,320 |l 1g50-1880—Arnoqut 1,008,887 50,044 | 17,891,082 | 13,187,378
Dergent.......... 221.5 45,4 17.4 28,6 Per cont. 052, 6 2,782.1 ; gé;;,g i,
EAST NORTH CENTRAL. 1850-1010—%mmmg. g, 088,413 0 %gg, 855 ;r'. oo, 396 7 on 5
S or cen , 850, , 220. 5 030. & » 231
1880—1910—-%1611}%\.;15% s o, 353 1820 | 12,1400 ) 1, 357,855 S
1850-1880—Amount . . | ou83,408| 17,000 | 55,505,337 | 59,677,183 570,07
Der cont. .. 147.8 167.6 110.8 220.9 || 1880-1910—Amount.......... 2,886,007 | 490,511 | 139,515,450 | 106,570,03
1850-1010—Amount - -.....00| 13,727,301 | 755,312 | 67,710,273 | 68,035,038 Por pont - 10 2007 50,4 3
’ 303, 3 ! 92,501, 451
Per cent.......... 303.5 205.2 135.0 288.2 1850-1880— %31%1;:%_ 17, %%’ 872 1, igg’ ;55 157, %%3,472 1! 2004
T . . 158, . .
WEST NORTH CENTRAL. ol o 1850-1010--A mount. .. 41,726,660 | 1, 3611’:, 2/67 205, ggg, 331 299, %’;;, 388
188()—1910—%n;0un§. aeeenes 5,450,478 agg 353 181,430,176 | 103,081,010 Porcent ..ol 207.4 11, X !
er cont. . v e S
1850-1880—Amount 5,277,108 | 43,275 | 88,700,330 |  &7,484,804 T Sour,
Per cent.......... .4 026. 6 09. 8 1,525.5
1350-1910—%m0un§... ..... 10,757, gsa ::t, %g 528 22% }igg 206 162i 5;3: ;20 1880-1910—A mount 12, s7g/, 72| 1, ?gﬁz’ 370 119, 52(3) 874 84, 7% 750
er cont......... 1,901, 408, N 260, P ’ , 3 .
7,533,056 | 1,016,067 | 63,872,710 | 33,928,833
SOUTH ATLANTIC, 2 R’ ’ 37.3 65.2
Per cent. s s
1880—1910—%13301111% 4,507,008 4% 2| 2,302,002 12,3040z 1850-1910—Amount | 20,405,718 2, g2, 837 183, 405, 784 98,%3, o8
6L Con . £ . 2 e cent......n.-- 8 4 f 8
1850«1880—%m§unt 2,918,107 s ss | s,our0ss | 6,101,008 ‘”W »
ar t. X 3 g d g WEsT.
1850-1910—Amount 7,515,805 | 853,085 | 10,380,845 | 18,470,410 Trm ot oonos7 | 22,957,001
Per cent. 160.6 348,0 1.1 61.5 1880-1010—Amotnt . ... .--... 5, ggg, %24 gﬁgz 814 - 800,9 B
FAST SOUTH CENTRAL. 1850-1850—hmeont 10| LBS.am | | r.om| 21,530,088 16,268, 44
lsao-wm—%goun% .......... 2,824, 750 43?2’!, 341 4,047, 878 13,125,964 50_1910_£0r can ) ggg”sm 1, §é§'§ 105, gg%; 89 6! a7 235; s
LLL:) ¢ 3 d d . 8 moun 'y
1850~1880—JI§m0ung... ..... 2, a2l, gso aio, ?603 18,3108 | 11,797, 867 L Por cont. 7T | 5,482.2 2,276.9 10,510.0
er cenb.. vacenan. . o ’ g
1850-1010—Amount-- L2000 5,048,080 | 819,044 | 22,058,750 | 24,923,431
Per cent.....o.... 150.0 360.6 30.2 131.0

1 A minus sign (—) denotes decrease.
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The statistics in Table 5 bring out the general maove-
ment just described even more cffectively, and easy
contrast is presented in the ast North Central and the
Bast South Central geographic divisions. During the
60-year period 1850~1910 the number of farms in the
East South Central division increasad 366.6 per cent,
while the total acreage of land in farms increased only |
30.2 per cent, On the other hand, the number of
farms in the Fast North Central division increased
205.2 per cent, while the total acreage of land in farms
increased 135 per cent. In the East South Central
division the acreage of improved land in farms in-

PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF FARMS AND

PLANTATION FARMING IN THE UNITED STATES.

creased 131 per cent, or about one-third as rapidly as
the number of farms, while the acreage of improved
land in farms in the East North Central division
increased 288.2 per cent, or considerably faster than
the number of farms.

DISTRIBUTION OF FARMS AND FARM LAND, BY GEO-
GRAPHICO DIVISIONS AND SECTIONS: 1850 10 1910.

In Table 6 the percentage distribution of the number
of tarms, the acreage of farm land, and the acreage of
improved farm land, for each decade from 1850 to
1910, is shown.

TARM LAND, BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS AND SECTIONS:
1850 TO 1910.

Table G, PER CENT OF UNITED STATES TOTAL.
GEOGRAP}SI}E%E&?IGN AND Number of farms, Allland in farms. Improved land in farms.
1910 | 1900 | 1800 | 1880 | 1870 | 1800 | 1850 || 1010 | 1900 | 1890 | 1880 | 1870 | 18060 | 1850 || 1910 | 1900 | 1890 | 1880 | 1870 | 183060 | 1850
"UNITED STATES. ceovevnnns. 100.0 100. 0 (100. 0 |100. 0 {100.0 |100.0 |100.0 |{100.0 [160,0 {100,0 [100.0 |100. 0 |100. 0 |100.0 {{100.0 (100.0 [100,0 |100. 0 {100. 0 [100.0 |100.0
New England. caveceerevrannann., 3.0( 8.3} 421 52| 68] 9.0l 160 221 251 3.2) 40} 48] 49) 6.3 L&]| 20| 3.0| 46| 64 7.5 9.9
Middle Aflantie. c..ceneiaiol. 7.4 85[10,3]12,2| 15.8| 186 22.2) 49| 53| 6.9 871106101 [ 125 6.1 7.4 88| 1L7| 154 10.4 | 20,2
East North Central,evoeneoano.. 177 19,81 221 24.6 | 28,6 | 28.7 | 25.4 )| 13.4 | 13,0 1 17.0 | 18,7 | 21.4 | 217,91 17.1 (| 18,6 [ 20.9 | 22.0 | 26.5 | 20.1 | 25.3 | 20.3
‘West North Central. ._........... 17.4 [ 18.5 | 20.0) 17,8 | 13,7} 0.1 4.8/ 285 [ 24,0 {242 1189|127} 86| 4, 34.3 1372051216124 0.8]| 8.3
Bouth Atlantie. . ..ooeoeienni 1756 [ 16,8 ) 16.4 ] 16.1 ] 1411 14.8 1 172 1 11,8 1 12,4 1 16,1 | 18,9} 22,11 20,2 | 3L.8 3 10.1 { 1L.1} 1L.7% 12,71 16,0724 1 28,5
East South Central.. 16,4 15,7 14,41 14,21 340 18,3 | 15.4)) 98| 97127 14.3| 1683|184 110.94 9.2| 9.7/10.0(10.8112.8(15.9| 16.8
e R R R R R HE R R
ountain, 3 . . 3 N 3 . 3 . 3 5 0. 3 . N 3 5] 3 3 3 . 2
Pacifie. ... ..l 80| 25| 211 5 L8| 18| 0.1y 68 5.7 &2 41] 35| 27| L5 46| 45{ 49| 474 4.0} 21 0.1
The North,eeeeeenennneeeenannn. ] 45,4 | B0.1 | 56,61 50,7 | 64.9] 65.4 | 64,0 47.1 } 45,6 | 51,2 { 51.3 | 49.5 | 41.5 | 40.1 || 60.6 | 63.0 | 63,4 1 04.3 | 63.3 } 56.0 | 53.0
The South.... 48,7 | 46.7 1 40,2 | 38,2 | 33.3 | 32.9 | 36.5 || 40.83 | 43.2{ 41,2 | 43.8 [ 46.5 | 55.4 | 68.3 || 8L.5 | 30.4 { 30.2 | 80.2 | 82,4 | 41,8 [ 46.0
Tho Wesb. . coveromiiinninian.. 59| 42 32 21| L8| L7} o5 126(|1.2]| 7.6 49 40 31| LG6) 79} 66| 6.4 58/ 43| 2.3} 0.3
The very great significance of this movement | States and for the several geographic divisions and
is brought out in a different way in the percent- | sections.
ages presented in Table 6. While in 1850 only 35.5 | ===——==
per cent, or about one-third of all farms in the | Table? AVERAGE ACRES OF LAND FER FARM.
M N : : GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION AND
nearly one-half (48.7 per cent) of all farms were
found in that section. This is clearly an evidence UNITED STATES. . .o..... 1381 | 146.2 | 188.5 | 133.7 | 153.3 | 100.2 | 202,60
of the separating of plantations into great num- Now Englond ..ooocooo.. 1044 [ 107.1 1040|1037 | 108.3 1 100. | 100.6
(AN L: 119 (NN, 3 . v ), - Iy .
bers of smaller parcels or lots, as shown by the Bast North Contrad 111100 1501024 | 1068 %22(4) eg|1atg | 1368
2 : : [:5) or entral.......... 3 . N 3 A ' g
fact that while the number of farms was increasing South Atlantlo. .. 9.3 1084 188.0 | 1674 | 211 | 908 ) 70,3
: s i . LAST SoUl ontral . 3 . 3 3 3 Os . |
in this way the percentage of all land in farms was | West South Centrai. . . 711787 | ar 5 | dss | 0.9
moving in the opposite direction. Thus 58.3 per 21| 270, : ) : :
o o oy fooms Was in fhe South in | meneih T s e
1850, while by 1910 this percentage had been re- | Tue West....1 221111021070  2a6.0 | 8861 | 8241 | 3120 | 336.4 | 866.0 | 64,9
duced to 40.3 per cent. In the case of improved

land in farms the same movement is shown even more
effectively. The percentages were 46 per cent in 1850
and only 31.5 per cent in 1910. The opposite move-
ment is shown for the North,

AVERAGE TOTAL ACREAGE AND IMPROVED AUREAGE PER
FARM, BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS AND SHCOTIONS:
1850 To 1910,

Table 7 shows, for each census year from 1850 to
1910, the average number of acres per farm and the
average improved acreage per farm for the United

AVERAGE IMPROVED ACRES PER FARM,
GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION AND

SECTION.
1910 | 1900 | 1890 | 1880 | 1870 | 1860 | 1850

URITED BPATES-.eooevn. 7521 72.21 783} 7.0 7LO| 79.8 78,0
New England.. 88.4 | 42,4 66.5( G3.4| @04 60.4( 66,6
Middle Atlantic. . 62.6 ) 6g3.4| 67.4| 68.0} 69,2 70.3 70.8
TRast North Central. J 7920 7681 780 7671 72.1] 70.2 62.2
West North Contral . 148,0 (127.9 | 1153 | 8.0 ] 647 | 60.0] 543
South Atlantie. ... ... ...} 43.6| 47,0 5.6 86,1 80.7| 1156 120.9
East South Central..... Loa) 42,21 44.5) 64,81 BAL Gy 0510 066 86,1
Waest South Confral..... L8| 52,7 70.9| 59.9 | 49.4] 740 60,5
Mountaitt,.ooeieenannne- ...l 86,8 82,0,110.5] 8.4 4181 27.3 30.0
Pacifle....... vevveenn..| 116,11 7132.5 | 182.0 | 227.6 | 218.6 | 133.3 812
The North, 100.3} 90.9] 87.8| 70.5| 69.2| 083 054
The South. 48,6 | 48.1| 58.8| 56.2 | 60.2101.8| 10L1
The West.... 101,7 {111.8 | 157.8 | 185.9 | 168,1 | 106.4 | 5L8
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All of the statistics presented in the preceding tables
lead to the conclusion that the average size of farm for
the South is rapidly decreasing, due to the breaking up
of plantations, while on the other hand the average
size of farm for the North has increased, due to the
introduction of improved machinery, wage labor,
improved farm methods, ete. This is brought out
most clearly by Table 7. In 1850 the average acre-
age of land per farm for the North was 127.1 acres,
while in 1910 it was 143 acres. This is a definite up-
ward movement. In contrast the average farm in the
South decreased in size from 332.1 acres in 1850 to
114.4 acres in 1910. In order to eliminate the un-
improved land from consideration, Table 7 presents
similar averages with reference to improved land in
farms and the same movement is brought out even
more effectively. The average farm in the North con-
tained 65.4 acres of improved land in 1850 and 100.3
acres of improved land in 1910, while the reverse situ-
ation is presented for the South where the average
farm contained 101.1 acres of improved land in 1850
and only 48.6 acres in 1910. All of these figures per-
tain to the North as a whole and the South as a whole.
If the figures were presented more specifically for plan-
tation states in the South, or better still for plantation
counties, the significance of the movement would ap-
pear much more effectively.

In order to complete the contrast in movement and
to better underatand what follows Table 8 (pp. 14, 15) is
presented, which shows for each census year from 1850
to 1910 the average value per farm and per acre of all
farm property and separately of land and buildings,
implements and machinery, and live stock. This
table is so clear that it needs no detailed discussion,

DEFINITION OF A TENANT PLANTATION.

As already stated the definition of a plantation in
popular usage in the South is primarily based on the
size of the agricultural unit and not on. its method of
organization. There would, however, be no particular
utility in presenting statistics for plantations, merely
in the sense of large farms, in the South any more
fully than they are presented for large farms elsewhere.
So far as a plantation is operated by wage labor, it
differs in. no significant respect from large farms oper-
ated by wage labor elsewhere, and the mere name
“plantation” gives no added significance to the agri-
cultural unit. Hach plantation operated by wage
labor in the South is treated as a single farm in the
census statistics, just as it would be if it were in any
other part of the country.

Following the section on tenant plantations a
detailed statement and statistics are presented show-
ing the extent to which large farms or plantations
operated by wage labor are found in all sections of
the United States.

What is required to permit a true picture of condi-
tions in the South to be obtained is information regard-
ing those plantations which are operated by tenants,
which in many cases differ in their method of organi-
zation from any form of agricultural unit at all
commonly found in other parts of the country. In
order to make a clear distinction with reference to
the plantations concerning which statistics were
desired, the Census Bureau adopted the following
definition of a “tenant plantation’:

A tenant plantation is a continucus tract of land of considerable
area under the general supervision or control of a single individual
or firm, all or a part of such tract being divided into at least five
smaller fracts, which ave leased to tenants.

This definition, in the first place, eliminates from
consideration as plantations groups of temant farms
which are not contiguous. In the South, as in the
North, a single individual may own several separate
farms, each of which is leased to & tenant, but it is
obvious that these holdings, taken as & whole, in no
sense constitute a plantation. In the second place,
the tenant plintation, as defined by the Census
Bureau, must be a tract of land of considerable size
and containing at leagt five tenant holdings. It not
infrequently happens in the South, as elsewhere, that
a single individual owns a tract of land of moderate
size which he leases to two or three different ten-
ants; but to treat such a holding as a plantation
would be going distinctly contrary to the popular
usage of the term and would serve no particular pur-
pose.

The definition further involves the idea of super-
vision or eontrol over the tenants on the part of the
owner or his representative. There are, however,
widely differing degrees of supervision in different
cases, and, while some special information regarding
the methods and degree of supervision was obtained
in regard to a limited number of plantations, it was
found impossible to obtain such information of a clear
and conclusive character with regard to all plantations.
Consequently, of necessity, the Census Bureaun had to
treat as a plantation any tract of land conforming to
the other features of the definition above set forth,
without regard to the exact character or degree of
supervision exercised over the tenants, It is probable,
therefore, that in some cases tracts of land have been
treated as plantations, on which each tenant occupies
approximately as independent an economic position
a8 tenant farmers in other parts of the country. Be-
yond question, however, in most instances the planta-
tions for which statistics are hereafter presented are
those on which very considerable supervision is exer-
cised over the tenants and on which the position of the
tenants is in many respects not far different from that
of wage laborers.
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PLANTATION FARMING IN THE UNITED STATES.

AVERAGE VALUE PER FARM AND PER ACRE OF LAND IN FARMS, OF ALL FARM PROPERTY, AND OF LAND

Hable 8 AVERAGE VALUE PER FARM.
1910 1900 1890
GEQGRAPHIC DIVISION AND SECTION.
T.and Tmple~ . Land Imple- 3 Land Imple-
All farm and ments | Tive Allfarm and ments | Tuive All farm and ments | Live
property, || bulld- [and ma-| stock. | property. build- |and ma-| stock. || property. build- |andma-| stoclk,
ings. |chinery. ings. |chinery. ings. |chinery.
1 UNTTED STATES. c.oviemninnnnn §6, 444 85,471 3100 8774 23,563 $2, 896 2131 $536 83,523 32,900 $108 8506
2 | Now England 4, 593 3, 806 281 . 619 3,333 2,753 180 300 3,081 2,677 128 379
3 | Middle Atlantic.... 6,319 5,216 368 745 4,769 4,013 239 506 5, 089 4,374 199 516
4 | Bast North Central. 9,007 7,800 239 860 5,004 4,328 o7 532 4,709 4,065 125 519
5 | West North Central. 12,195 10,464 332 1,398 5,488 4,385 186 a7 4,117 3,245 137 735
6 | South Atlantic........ 2,654 2,236 88 330 1,611 1,254 55 202 1,779 1, 515 49 216
7 | East South Central.... 2,004 1,668 72 354 1,324 1,034 54 20 1,808 1,262 48 209
8 | West South Ceniral . 4,069 3,317 127 020 2,140 1,500 10 834 1,939 i,421 63 Ahb
9 | Movmtain......... 9, 581 7,192 269 2,119 5,034 3,342 186 2,406 7,076 4,019 161 2,898
10 ;| Pacifie.... 14,643 13, 050 35 1,242 7,864 6,751 241 871 10, 684 9,201 232 1,061
1§ Tho North. .. ceeeeerirniinacnanaaans 9,507 8,132 206 1,029 5,030 4,180 180 660 4,448 3,721 143 585
12 | The South,........o... vamemanaenn 2,897 2,374 95 428 1,020 1,251 69 300 1,756 1,402 52 302
13 | The Woshe. e ciiirieiiaamncrnannan 12,155 10,172 310 1,673 7,050 5,320 28 1,612 9,300 7,506 208 1,682
AVERAGE VALUE PER ACRE OF LAND IN FARMS,

14 UNITED STATES 340.04 $39.60 | SL44| 9560 $24. 37 $10.81 - $0.88 | #3.67 $25, 81 $21.81 $1.79) $3,70
15 | New England......cocvveeen 43. 90 30. 45 2,58 4.97 31.13 25,71 1,78 3.64 29, 63 24,7 120 3. 64
16 | Middle Atlantic........- wer 68, 52 56, 56 3.88 8.08 51, 51 43. 45 2,50 5.48 55. 47 47,68 2,17 563
17 | East North Central....oeevuvevennnen 85, 81 75.25 2.28 8,28 48.86 42, 1.43 5,20 44, 91 38.77 1.20 4,95
18 | West North Contral. . - 58,18 49, 92 1,50 6,67 28,08 23.14 0,98 4,84 24,08 19. 68 0. 83 4.46
19 | South Atlentie..... 28,44 23, 96 0.95 3.53 13,94 11. 57 0.51 188 13,31 11,34 0. 36 1.61
20 | East Bouth Central. 26,78 21,32 0.92 4,03 14,72 1,49 0.60 2.63 13.35 10. 47 0.40 2.48
21 | West South Central 22,60 18. 50 0.71 . 49 0.18 6,45 0.44 2,28 10. 79 7.91 0.85 2,53
22 | Mountalt.,...-..... 20.52 22,16 0.83 6,53 12.96 7.30 0,41 5.28 23, 67 13, 46 0,54 9,69
28 | PocifiGiiiccessieinsenaiencmenennannes 84,17 48,28 129 4.60 23.49 20.17 , 72 2.80 31, 40 27. 57 0.69 3.15
24 G6. 46 57,20 2.07 7.20 37.77 31, 46 1.35 4,96 36,97 30. 08 1.16 4.73
25 25.81 20,75 0.83 3.74 11.79 9,06 . 60 2,24 12, 56 10.04 0.37 2.16
26 40.93 34. 24 104 5,63 18.28 13,80 0.56 3,92 28,909 23.16 0.64 5,19

The statistics presented in this report, therefore,
relate to tenant plantations conforming to the above
definition. For brevity, the term. ‘‘plantation’ alone
is frequently used in the text and in the tables, but it
should be distinetly understood that none of the tables
include plantations operated by wage labor unless
specifically stated.

Ordinarily the land in a tenant plantation is not
wholly subdivided into tenant farms. The owner of
the plantation or the general lessee or a manager com-
monly retains in his own possession part of the land.
The land thus retained usually contains theowner’s
house, barns, and other buildings, his kitchen garden,
end the major part of the uncultivated land of the
plantation. In some cases, moreover, the owner or
manager retains a considerable quantity of improved
land which he operates with his own labor or with wage
labor. Consequently, in the census statistics of farms,
as ordinarily presented, each plantation is represented
by the number of farms operated by tenants, plus one
farm operated by the owner or his representative. In
the special statistics regarding plantations presented
in this report, data regarding the farms retained by
landlords are presented separately from those regard-
ing the tenant holdings. _

In the tables which follow, the term ““landlord” is
used to designate the owner of the plantation or the
person ‘who, as general lessee or local manager or
overseer, represents the owner in the management of
the plantation, while the term ‘‘tenant’’ refers to

any individual who leases a tract of land on the planta-
tion and pays for its use a share of the crops, or a fixed
amount of money, of cotton, or of other products.
The acreage retained by the landlord, together with
the total acreage of all the tenants, make up the acre-
age of the plantation. Al land of every description
in the plantation which is not leased or subleased
to tenants constitutes the landlord’s part of the
plantation.

METHOD OF INVESTIGATION OF PLANTATIONS AND
SCOPE OF THE STATISTIOS.

The special investigation of plantations undertaken
by the Census Bureau in 1910 was the first that had
ever been made by this bureau, although, of course,
prior to the Civil War the agricultural statistics
treated plantations as farms along with the other
farms of the country. In its conduct of the planta-
tion investigations in 1910 this hureau made use of a
special plantation schedule in addition to the ordi-
nary agricultural schedule. The plantation schedule,
which was also placed in the hands of the enumera-
tors, was to be filled out by interviewing the landlord
or his representative. This schedule called for infor-
mation regarding the plantation as a whole, regarding
the land retained by the landlord for his own. use, and -
regarding each tenant holding. A copy of this spe-
cial schedule is presented in the appendix. In addi-
tion to making use of this plantation schedule the
Census Bureau continued the practice of previous cen-
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AND BUILDINGS, IMPLEMENTS AND MACHINERY, AND LIVE STOCK, BY DIVISIONS AND SECTIONS: 1850 TO 1910.

AVERAGE VALUE PER FARM.
1880 1870 1860 ' 1850
Land Imple- . Land Imple- Leand Imple- Land | Imple-
All farm and ments | Live All farm and ments | Live All farm and ments Live || Allfarm and ments | Live
property. || bulld- |and ma-| stock. || property.|| build- |and ma-| stock. || property. || build- |andma-| stock.'| property.| build- |and ma-| stock.
ings. chinery. ngs. |chinery. ings. chinery. ings. [chinery-

83,038 $2, 544 $101 $393 $3,363 $2,709 $102 8462 $3,904 $3,251 $120 $533 $2, 738 $2, 258 $105 $376 | 1
3,242 2,802 107 333 3,136 2,501 100 444 3,052 2,589 N 373 2,596 2,221 7 297 | 2
5,164 4,546 174 444 b, 857 4,802 170 505 4,968 4,319 151 498 3, 880 3,861 128 300 | 3
4,991 3,683 122 416 4,057 3,475 111 472 3,458 2,958 97 403 2,180 1,82¢ 83 282 | 4
2,736 2,105 121 509 2,802 9,915 107 480 2,607 2,126 88 455 1,568 1,153 74 341 | b
1,634 1,384 48 203 1,980 1,632 54 205 3,999 3,340 113 546 2,845 2,323 99 423 | §
1,486 1,180 48 248 1,897 1,461 53 383 4,311 3,428 119 765 2,211 1,065 98 a1y 7
1,400 958 60 381 1,449 969 74 406 6,070 3,876 203 902 3,485 2,48L 363 650 | 8
4,895 2,319 137 2,430 1,431 651 6. 705 1,246 493 51 703 802 420 35 371 0

, 983 5,672 211 | 1,101 6,498 4,860 200 | 1,362 4,351 2,559 1431 1,049 6,010 3,302 141 2,667 [ 10
3,887 3,314 131 442 4,087 3,463 124 500 3,723 3,180 110 433 2,803 , 380 o7 327 | 11
1,631 1,224 51 257 1, 862 1,466 5 349 4,283 3,455 142 687 2,024 2,051 119 454 | 12
6,358 4,669 189 | 1,501 4,997 3,062 162 | 1,174 3,662 2,033 120°| 1,409 2, 4d4 1,205 67| 1,088 |13

AVERAGE VALUE PER ACRE OF LAND IN FARMS.

$22,72 $19,02 $0.70 $2.04 $21, 94 $18.26 20, 66 $3.02 $19. 60 $16,32 $0. 60 $2.08 313,51 $11.14 | $0.52 | $..85 |14
81,27 27,03 | 1.03 3.21 28,94 23,92 0,92 4,10 27,02 23, 68 0. 82 3.42 23.60 20.27 0.7 2.72 | 15
54,29 47.80 1.83 4,687 55.16 47,69 1,66 5. 80 48, 20 40,17 1. 40 4,63 83,90 29,42 112 3.42 | 18
39,31 34,31 1.13 3,87 35.34 30,27 0.97 4,11 27,01 23. 88 0.78 3,25 16,06 13.38 0,61 2.07 (17
19,27 14,83 0.85 3.59 19. 87 15, 66 0,75 3,37 14. 05 11. 20 0, 45 2,40 8,71 6,40 0.41 1.89 | 18
10.38 879 0.30 1,29 8,21 6. 77 0,22 1.22 11,33 9,47 0.32 1.55 7,56 6.17 0. 26 1.12 1 19
11.01 8,82 Q.36 1.84 10. 64 820 0.30 2,15 15.63 12,43 0.43 2.77 8.44 6.35 0,37 172720

7. 83 5,30 0,34 2.13 6.10 4,08 0.31 171 11.38 8.70 0,86 2.02 7.92 5,84 0. 80 L4381 21
30.83 14,61 0.87 15.36 11,16 5.11 0.51 b, b4 7.04 2.78 0,20 3.97 12,36 5,83 0.48 0.06 | 22
18. 44 14,98 0. 56 2,91 15.30 11.58 0.48 3.24 10.08 6,93 0.33 3.82 2.83 1.63 0,07 1.21 ] 23
33, 84 28, 85 1.14 3.8 34,04 29, 60 1.06 4,28 20, 46 25.16 0. 87 3.43 22,08 18,73 0.78 2,57 | 24

9,08 7.97 0.33 1,61 8,69 6. 80 0.20 1.63 12,77 10,30 0.42 2. 05 7.90 6.17 0.36 1,37 (26
20.32 14,92 0.60 4,80 14,85 10, 88 0.48 3,49 9,71 B, 84 0.33 3,84 3.52 1.8 0.10 1.56 | 26

suses in obtaining a separate agricultural schedule for
each farm in the plantation—that is to say, one sched-
ule for each tenant farm and one for the land retained
by the landlord. These general agricultural sched-
ules for the tenant farms were, under the instructions
to the enumerators, to be filled out by interviewing
the tenants themselves, although doubtless in some
cages at least part of the information for them was
furnished by the landlord.

The plantation schedules obtained from Ilandlords
were carefully compared in the office with the general
agricultural schedules obtained for the tenant and
landlord farms in the same plantation. In fact, one
of the objects of the use of the plantation schedule
was to furnish a check upon the figures returned by
the tenants and the landlord and also to avoid dupli-
cation in the statistics. At prior censuses considerable
difficulty was encountered from the fact that owners
of plantations, misunderstanding the inquiry, not in-
frequently gave information regarding the entire
plantation, while at the same time the information
regarding the small farms operated by tenants was
secured from the tenants, thus involving duplication

of acreage, value of farm property, and even of the |

production of crops and other agricultural products.
‘The plantation schedule being novel and more or
less complex, it was but natural that some of the
enumerators failed to secure plantation reports from
all plantations in their territory. They secured the

separate reports for the tenant holdings and for the
land retained by the landlord, but not the general
report covering the plantation as a whole. In order
to remedy this deficiency in the returns the Census
Bureau carefully examined the schedules for tenant
farms in the leading plantation counties and assembled
into groups those which showed the same landlord.
In case, for example, it was found that there was a re~
turn. for a certain farm operated by its owner and a
return for five or more tenant farms in the same
locality, each of which reported such owner as the
owner also of the tenant farm, it was assumed that
these returns represented the parts of a single planta-
tion, and the figures for the several tenants and for the
farm of the owner were assembled into totals in the
Census Bureau. Where it was evident that the tenant
farms reported as having a single owner were not con-~
tiguous, or where, although perhaps contiguous, thete
was no return for the farm operated by the owner
himself, no such assembling of the statistics was made.
It is believed that the figures for plantations thus
assembled in the Census Bureau represent in the great
majority of cases true plantations, comparable with
those for which plantation schedules were actually
secured through the enumerators, but nevertheless in
the more important tables hereafter presented a. dis-
tinction is made between the ‘‘plantations with com-
plete reports’’ and the “plantations withoyt complete
reports.” :
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Although the plantation schedule was placed in the
hands of enumerators throughout the South, it was
known in advance that the plantation tenant system is
for the most part confined to certain sections of the
South, following primarily the sweep of the great cot-
ton belt and of the belt containing & very large pro-
portion of Negro population. After examination of
the schedules it was deemed desirable to confine the
tabulation of the plantation statistics to those parts of
the South in which the plantation system is extensively
developed. Accordingly 325 counties distributed
through the Southern states were selected for tabula-
tion. TFor most of the other counties in the South the
number of plantations reported was small, and in
some of them a great many of the plantation sched-
ules were not very satisfactorily filled out, presumably
because of the rarity of the plantation system and the
ignorance of the enumerators as to its characteristics
and significance.

The 325 selected counties for which statistics are pre-
sented in this report are distributed through eleven
states, as follows: 47 in Alabama, 23 in Arkansas, 1 in
northern Florida, 70 in Georgia, 29 in Louisiana, 45 in
Mississippi, 21 in North Carolina, 35 in South Carolina,

EXTENT OF THE TENANT PLANTATION

SUMMARY.

Table 9 summarizes the principal facts for all tenant
plantations and the farms comprised in them in the
325 selected counties of eloven Southern states for
1910. It includes the data for the plantations without
complete reports.

Table 9 AENANT PLANTATIONS: 1010
4 Jandlord Tonang
Plantations, farms.t farms.1
Numpber of plantations or farnts 39,073 38,073 398,905
TOLAL BCTOAER .« v e weeeneeemnmnenannonne 28,208,815 || 12,029,417 | 15,307, 308
Improved aCrenge .. ....cvuanee. 15, 836, 363 3,384,040 | 12,452,323
Average totalacréage. ... ._........... 724.2 330.9 38.8
Average Improved acreage............. 406. 3 86.6 3L2
Peor cont of total acreago improved... ... 56.0 26,2 8.0
Value of Iand and buildings. ........... $676, 802,083 || §256, 494, 386 | $420, 308, 507
£ L4 St 559, 457,208 210,401, 728 3849, 085, 540
Buildings ... ..ol 117,345,715 | 46,002,658 | 71,253,057
Average value of 1and and buildings per .
plantation or farm. . ... ...l .l 17,322 B8, 564 1,064
LANG .y ee s eaiaenanran e 14,319 5,385 875
Buildingg. ... cevnnnicairrceenea., 3,003 1,179 179
Avorage value of land and buildings per
a.cra;)lfdla.nd .......................... %3. Og’ 19.84 27.35
oy SRR 9.7 18,27 22,71
Buildings. . ..veveeniiciienacilinn, 4.15 3.57 4,04

1 Parts of tenant plantations retained by landlords.
2 Parts of tenant plantations leased to tenants,

There were 39,073 tenant plantations of five or
more tenant farms in the restricted territory under
consideration. These plantations contained 28,296,815
acres of farm land, of which 15,836,363 acres were

PLANTATION FARMING IN THE UNITED STATES.

11 in southern Tennesses, 41 in eastern Texas, and 2 in
southern Virginia. The map opposite this page shows
these counties, and algo indicates the boundaries of the
cotton belt and shows which eounties contain 50 per
cent or more Negro population. It will be seen that in
the great majority of the counties for which plantation
statistics are presented the Negroes constitute at least
half of the total population, and that, on the other
hand, there are comparatively few counties outside of
the area for which plantation statistics are presented
in which the proportion is as high as 50 per cent.

It will be noted from the map that in some cases the
boundary of the area for which plantation statistics are
presented is very irregular, and that there is a large
territory in northern Alabama and Mississippi and
gouthern Tennessee for which plantation statistics are
not presented, although entirely surrounded by counties
for which plantation statistics are presented. These
irregularities are largely due to differences in the
topographical and soil conditions. In some counties
these conditions are such that cotton can not be raised
on a large scale; and the plantation system, which is
usually closely associated with cotton production, is
not extensively developed in them.

SYSTEM IN THE SELECTED TERRITORY,

improved. The improved land represented 56 per
cent, or more than one-half, of the total acreage in
farms in these counties. The combined value of the
land and buildings of these plantations was
$676,803,000.

The average plantation contained 724.2 acres of
land, of which 405.3 acres were improved. The value
of its land and buildings was $17,322. In acreage it
was more than five times as large and in value of land
and buildings three times as great as the average
farm of the United States. As the average farm of

[ the South was smaller and of less value than in the

country as a whole these differences are wider espe-
cially in that of value, when comparisons are confined
to the South. However, the average value of land
and buildings per acre of farm land in the United
States as a whole, $39.60, was higher than that for
the plantations which was only $23.92. In the
selected territory, however, the opposite is the case,
for plantations are usually located in the more fertile
and productive sections of a community.

On these tenant plantations the farms retained and
operated by landlords, the owner, manager, or general
lessee, contained 12,929,417 acres, or 45.7 per cent of
the total plantation acreage. The value of this land
with its buildings was $256,494,000. Only 26.2 per

~cent of all theland in the landlord farms was improved,
much being woodland and other land yet to be opened
to cultivation or was incapable of cultivation. :
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